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PARTITION 


Introduction: an unfinished story- 


In-this project,on the partition of India: (1947),1 
will be looking at- 

Oral narrations of persons who: experienced 
the: Partition first-hand: 

Lwillbe:supplementary this: with-interviews: of 
persons: who: migrated: on-account-of Partition: 
Popular representations of Partition.in- film and 
iterature: 

Lwill- begin with: an overview of the history of 
partition: 
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In:-1947."Rashpal Ahluwalia -was:only ten 
months:-old--His: family: lived in--Lyallpur-in 
Punjab: Over many generations; they: had struck 
deep roots: in their village and although the odd 
family member would: go away on-work, or travel 
to-Amnitsar-and other parts of the Punjab to see 
relatives; the thought of leaving their: home: and 
village permanently had: never occurred to:them. 
In-August-of-1947,all-this:-changed: The: British 
decided; as they were: leaving: after nearly: two 
centuries: of dominance and: rule, to partition 
India into-two: countries, India and: Pakistan: In 
doing:so; they claimed they were only giving:in 
tothe demands: of Indian: political leaders and 
political parties: whose actions made: it: clear:to 
them: that: Hindus: and: Muslims: could: no:longer 
live together. As: proot-of- this: they-cited:the 
demand=made:byone:of these: leaders; 
Muhammad: Alt dinnah,andsupported: bya 
political-party,;-the--Mushim:League; fora 
separate homeland for Muslims, Pakistan. 


Inthe years that have followed, historians 
and: researchers: “have. -discussed:-and- argued 
about how:-and: why the: decision to: partition the 
country came about, who wanted it more: —‘the 
British; the: Congress: Party or the: Muslim 
League and about whether it provided the: sort 
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of solution that it was: meant to provide — putting 
people of -a-similar religious identity: together in 
the assumption: that: they: would: not then: tight 
with-each other. Some: people hold that Partition 
was bound: to: happen because-of the deep 
differences: between: Hindus:and=Muslims: 
Others: Jay the: responsibility at the: door: of the 
leaders; and: some target-therulers:-- This 
chapter does not-go-into: these details; which-will 
be dealt with elsewhere: 


For Rashpal; however; none of this had 
any- meaning. He -was-an:- infant; and knew tittle. 
Like:-many others; his family:too:-was-worried: by 
the rumors: of: Partition and: was: fearful: and 
concerned: about: what the tuture: might-hold= If 
India was tobe divided; where would: they go? 
There: was talk of the Hindus wanting India; the 
Muslims: wanting Pakistan; but: what: about:the 
Sikhs; the Parsis; the Christians; the Dalits:and 
others: — what did:they want? And-1f they. were 
able-to-say what: they -wanted;-wouldanyone 
even: listen? In: the -days-and- months leading up 
to: Partition: tension: and fear were palpable, 
particularlyin north: India. The British: had 
decided: that: Partition was: to: be on: religious 
lines, a country would be: carved out for Muslims 
so that: the: demand: fora separate: homeland 
could: be met. But where would that country be? 


Sri Satguru--agjit: Singh} -ebibrary: NemdharEhbrary@:-gmail:com 


There were nowhere within: India where: Muslims 
and: Hindus: did not:-live together: Ita: separate 
country was to be: created; would that mean that 
people would have to-leave their homes-and:go? 
What:would: happen: to their fields; their: jobs; to 
schools; to-banks?: Tension grew: as: all: these 
questions remained: unanswered: Many. didnot 
believe the change would: be permanent, or that 
it- would: affect them. Afterall; they-said;“kings 
and:rulers- do: change: but when-have the people 
had-to-change? But-some-who- felt the danger 
was: real--had--already- begun: to: leave. their 
homes: and move to: safer places: Others: called 
their: family”: members:-back:from:-where: they 
were, fearing for their safety. 


Rashpal's grandparents: had also: taken 
sucha: decision:-and:: had: called: the: entire 
extended family together from: different: parts: of 
Punjab: for precisely this: reason: They: felt: that 
safety layin numbers: However;-as: the tension 
grew; the elders-of the family -were:forced:to 
acknowledge that this decision-could have been 
wrong. So-fraught was: the atmosphere: that 
people no longer knew whom to trust, and even 
lifelong triends:-now.-beganto seem: like 
enemies; especially if they belonged to the other 
religion. Indeed, religion: now: virtually became 
the only: way: to: identity a-person:— instead: of 
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seeing: themselves-as farmers, protessionals, 
villagers,--city- dwellers,--rich,poor,---single, 
marred, old; young; people began: to see 
themselves:as Hindu; Muslim; Sikh: = and even 
the political: discussions at: the: time:-mirrored 
this; Early in: August: Rashpal's:-grandparents 
decided: thatthe family should move to: Amritsar 
= it- was: becoming increasingly:-clear= that 
Araritsar- would: go-to: India:—-and they joined:a 
large--kafila;-a.-column-of people;travelling 
mainly:on-foot to:cross the border into: India: Just 
short-of Amritsar: the: kafila: was attacked: bya 
large mob: of people. Virtually everyone: trom 
Rashpal’s: family including his: mother: and 
sister: —- was: killed. He too; was: hit witha 
machete-on:-his neck and: arm, and left for dead: 
But he survived because, after the attackers left, 
a-young: boy: who:-had= hidden behind-some 
bushes;came: out and: started to: move away to 
make his way to:Amritsar when he saw thatthe 
infant-lying--on--the--ground:-was~still-alive:-He 
picked: him: up-and:- wrapped-him:in- his: pagdit, 
taking:-him: toa: hospital in: Amritsar: where: the 
child: was:looked after and healed: 


Like'Rashpal's family, hundreds of thousands of 
people died: inthe violence of Partition; Theres 
no-accurate: count of how many died; how many 
were abducted; how: many: were: wounded: and 
hurt. Nor-do-we have enough: information about 
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who:the attackers were, where they came from, 
what role the army and: the: police played; and 
why: people who:had’so far lived in some: sort: of 
social-contract; now began to turn-on each other 
and:do-violence to:each-other. Information:on all 
of these, and: other aspects,’so essential for us 
tobe able -to- understand: what: happened and 
why, and: how-it:can be avoided in: the tuture;1s 
hard: tocome: by. Although:in- some instances 
families: reported deaths: and losses; many-did 
not: because: their first priority was-tlight;and 
safety-and:- shelter -for-those:-who-had-survived: 
Further, even the records we do: have; have: not 
yet been made: fully available: to: scholars::and 
researchers, perhaps because there: 1s a 
concern-on-the part of the State that the material 
may. be: too explosive and: may: lead: to: further 
polarization:-and- violence." Thus;someone: like 
Rashpal, and hundreds. of thousands: of others 
like him, who may: wish: to:find out: more about 
the circumstances that shaped: their’ livesin 
particular-ways; are unable to:doso: because: of 
a paucity of information: 


What-we--do-know:is--that:-for:-several 
months: before Partition actually happened: and 
increasingly as it became clear: that-1t- was 
inevitable; and: that:the new borders would: be 
drawn:on religious lines, fear: and: uncertainty 
took:-a:-tirm:gnp.-Incidentsof-mass: violence 
began: to: take place:in- different: partsof the 
country —-although by and-large they remained 
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confined to-northern and eastern India. Political 
leaders: tried: to: dispel: this: growing: sense--of 
insecurity, again and again they advised:people 
not:to panic; not: to leave their homes: and: run 
away. In- many. instances: people: heeded: this 
advice; for no-one really: believed:- or wanted-to 
believe: —that-the-division would be-permanent, 
and=people-did: not wantto:-abandon:-their 
homes: But-as the-violence: grew-closer,-and-as 
itbecame-clear that political leaders: and:parties 
were not averse to: using this growing violence 
for-their-own-ends, whipping up: passions: and 
trying. to: collect: more and-:- more supporters, 
people began to-flee: 


Of borders and barriers- 


On: 3: June 1947, the Mountbatten: Plan 
was-announced. It: was now clear: that India 
would attain independence from: British rule: ina 
few-months:time; however,at the: cost of the 
partition ofthe: subcontinent: Hence; -no-time 
was:-to-be--wasted: further. A- Boundary 
Commission was immediately setup on 30 June 
with: the task of drawing: up the two: borders:on 
the western: and: eastern: side: of India: The 
Commission was: chaired: by: Cynl-Radcliffe;-a 
respected judge by profession but one who: had 
never been:to-India before. It was only-upon-his 
arrival-on: 8: July-1947,-in India: that: he actually 
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realized: what his: task: was. Radcliffe: was to 
chair the two Boundary Commissions set up for 
Bengal:and:Punjab, respectively; the: final 
decision however; was; to-be:-his:- Each: of the 
Commissions:comprised:four-members—two 
nominated: by the: Indian -National-Congress and 
two: by: the: All-India Muslim League. The Punjab 
Boundary Commission: was set-up on’ 30: June 
1947.-its members were: Justices Din 
Mohammad, Mohammad: Munir; Mehr-Ghand 
Mahajan-and Teja Singh: The Bengal Boundary 
Commission-comprised: Justices: C.-C. Biswas; 
B:K. Mukherj; Abu: Saleh Mohammad Alam and 
S.A: Rahman: Party: organisations and even 
individual: groups were welcome to: submit their 
suggestions in: the-form:-of memoranda 
regarding: areas: which: should: be-included=in 
India-and:- Pakistan. The Gommission: was to-go 
through: these; and: accordingly decide upon the 
drawing of the border: 


However;-as: scholarly: research: shows, 
the borders: were drawn: rather: arbitrarily: and-in 
great haste: Not much attention was paidto-the 
ground=-realities;: particularly:~-the-overall 
impracticality of it-in-terms: of the everyday lives 
ofthe people-actually:- residing: nearthe 
borders:Millions of people; sometimes: entire 
Kasbahs, abandoned: their homes: and: joined 
the great caravans: that: were crossing: borders 
on both: sides; Hindus and Sikhs moving east to 
India:-and: Muslims moving: west: to Pakistan: 
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They. went by train, by: car, bus,-air-and-on Toot. 
They: lett behind--divided families, destroyed 
homes, rotting crops, abandoned villages: 


lt 1s: believed that: between 10-12: million 
people moved or were forced to move; and that 
somewhere: between: 250,000: to-one million 
people:-died: Sexual violence too: was 
widespread;-over-75,000- women-are:said:to 
have been abducted; raped; forcibly converted; 
sold: into: prostitution —-by:-men- of -theother 
religion but sometimes also by men-of their own 
religion: who. used-the- opportunity: provided: by 
the: general: atmosphere of: violence andthe 
breakdown: of law: -and:order, to perpetrate 
sexual violence. Although we donot: have:much 
evidence: from: women who: lived: through: such 
sexual-violation:— because: itis: always difficult 
for women-to:-talk:aboutrapeand:sexual 
violation-as often; despite being the victims, they 
are the ones who are held guilty by society — we 
do-have fictionalaccounts by well known writers 
such-as: Sadat: Hasan: Manto; and--others: that 
testify to this: 


Partition and violence- 
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At-times: like: this;it-is always: difficult:to 
pinpoint-a- moment when: the violence: begins, 
and: often: the -small;:-sporadic: incidents: that 
eventually may lead: to: violence: on: a: larger 
scale go unnoticed: When: looking: at: Partition 
riots; historians: have: generally: pinpointed: the 
direct-action-day.-of 1946: as-a:-moment- which 
marks:a beginning: In: 1946: the: possibility and 
feasibilityof Partition was being: furiously. 
debated by leaders; and:other solutions: to:the 
problem--of:- growing. differences: between: the 
Congressand the: Muslim -League:had:not-yet 
been abandoned. One of these was the Cabinet 
Mission:Plan:-which-had:- seemed to be broadly 
acceptable to both “sides’ However, the 
Congress; despite: having: first: Supported: the 
Plan; suddenly: decided: it: was: not acceptable: 
Angered:-bythe:loss'of-thispossibility, 
Muhammad Alt: Jinnah; who-went-on-to:-become 
the: founder:of Pakistan; -gave-a~call:ta: the 
Muslims: of Calcutta: (now: Kolkata): to-come-out 
onto: the streets: for direct action:to: press: the 
demand: for: Pakistan. Given the‘tense 
atmosphere: at the time; and the fact that fear 
had made people resort: to: arming themselves 
as a defense against possible attacks; the call 
for direct action acted as:a catalyst that pushed 
people into:a terrible: orgy of violence: 
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Geeta (not her real name) from: Calcutta 
(Kolkata): remembers: Direct:Action Day 
somewhat: differently: from:-many:- others: “who 
witnessed it: Ithappened:to:be her wedding:day. 
The-groom-and-his party came to: Calcutta from 
Dhaka —-which: was:-soon: to become: part:of 
Pakistan: —--and-got-caught-in the violence. 
several: members of the: wedding: party: were 
killed; the--groom:- survived. The: bride 
remembers: hearing about: the: violence: while 
she was stil-participating- in: the pre-wedding 
rituals —she- recalls how the marriage ceremony 
had-to:be-rushed: through; and: how: the young 
couple then began ther life in the shadow. of the 
Partition; fearing even-to: step out of the house. 
The-wiolence-also- madeat impossible: forthe 
new bride-and groom: to-leave Calcutta-and:go 
to:-the--groom:'s: home:in- Dhaka. By the-time 
things: calmed: down, he decided to: stay:on;-and 
became: a ‘ghar jamai’, something that caused 
him-endless: worry. all-his life: Stories like: this 
one-alert:-us*-to--the-unseen: and: unstated 
consequences of Partition: violence; the ways in 
which: this: violence enters: people's daily lives 
and-changes things radically for- many. 


some: five: to ten: thousand: people: are 
said: to: have died-in-Galcutta-in- the: space: ofa 
few: days-as-a-result of ‘direct action:;-with-the 
number-of injured: being put-at fifteen thousand, 
Many-historians; including Paul Brass; suggest 
that the: then: Chief Minister: of Bengal, Husain 
Suhrawardy, made the situation: much-worse by 
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making inflammatory: speeches The. Great 
Galcutta Killing, as the event came to: be known; 
created: tension: and suspicion:-among: people 
and: completely vitiated: the political-and: social 
atmosphere. It: was: also: what finally led: to:the 
acceptance: of Partition-as:asolution’. 

Once the violence began, it was only a matter of 


time: before: it-escalated:: Copycat: and revenge 
killings: took: -place:in-different:: parts-of the 
country: From: Calcuttait spread: ina few: 
months”time:to:Noakhalr-in-the northern: part-of 
Bengal:and: then: to: Bihar. If-in:-one: place: the 
victims: were: Hindus:(as: in: Noakhali;-a- Muslim 
majority: area that: would: become part of East 
Pakistan), inthe other they were mainly Muslims 
— Bihar; for-example,- saw: over 7000 Muslims 
killed: Sporadic incidents:took: placein--other 
parts-of northern: India and news of the violence 
spread rapidly across: the: country; leading to 
further-violence and revenge killings. One: of the 
interesting things — which has puzzled historians 
and: others: for: many: years: —“is: that: just:as 
northernand eastern: India: were: engulfed in 
violence; there were: other parts of the country; 
with-an-equally mixed: population; that remained 
completely peaceful: In some: cases: this was 
due:-to--political--responsibilityon--the--part:-of 
leaders, but in-many.- places, it -was- the 
communities: themselves: who: worked: hard: to 
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maintain peace and ensure that the violence-did 
not touch them: 


One: of the people: who: understood: this 
guite-early and: who: spoke about it frequently 
was Gandhi: In March-of -1946;-at-a: prayer 
meeting: -he-said:“it-has- become: the--fashion 
these-days:to-ascribe-all--such-ugly 
manifestations: to: the: activities of hooligans. It 
hardly: becomes: us to:take refuge-in-that- moral 
alibi. Who: are the hooligans: after all? They are 
our-own: countrymen, and: so-long:-as: any 
countryman: of ours: indulges: in: such--acts; we 
cannot-disown responsibility for-them 
consistently -with-our claim: that-we-are--one 
people. Mankind 1s at the: crossroads. It has:to 
make: its: choice: between the law of the jungle 
andthe: law-of humanity” (Collected: Works: of 
MahatmaGandht90:64;-quoted=inDilip 
Simeon’s:tesson: 9:1 in-this series): 


The-flood:-of-violencewas.-not--easily 
staunched; however, and: many. other: places, 
such: as-Garh: Mukteshwar:in:-Uttar:-Pradesh, 
Rawalpindi in Punjab; and-others came under its 
grip; untit-tinally: itspilled: over-into-the: actual 
momentof:-Partition:: in: August: of 1947-and 
beyond: and: acquired:a: brutality and: horror that 
so-affected: many: who-faced:it; that-even today; 
sixty-years: after: the--event, survivors: find tt 
difficult: to: speak of that: time.-In-moments-of 
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violence like this; the first casualty: 1s-always 
information: For those who: become the targets 
or victims of violence; the culprits: always: the 
‘other —so during Partition Hindus will claim that 
all-the: violence: was: perpetrated: by.“ Muslims; 
and Mushims will claim: the opposite: 


For--Partition-histories; the stories of 
survivors, as well-as- the stones: wntten: by 
writers, many.-of-whom:-tived:-through-the 
experience of dislocation: and: trauma; are very 
valuable im helping us: understand some of what 
happened. Equally valuable are: people’s 
narratives: 


Tanveer Anmed;a young Pakistant-living 
in-London, for-example; discovered fairly late-in 
life: that-his: grandmother was actually a: Hindu 
who: had: been: found: by his: grandfather at the 
time: of Partition. Tanveer's grandfather was-a 
young: boyat the -time.A.- Pathan, he was 
recruited: by Pathan armies to-come with: them 
to: Kashmir:to: join-in: the: battlefor- Kashmir: 
When Partition took place; in theory; those parts 
of India that continued:to be ruled by kings and 
princes; could: choose.-which: country they 
wanted:-to: belong to.-Both: India: and: Pakistan 
wanted-to-bring the state of Kashmir over to-their 
side. Fearing. that India: would forcethe 
Maharaja: of: Kashmir, Hari Singh; to: “choose: 
India; Pakistan sent in groups: of armies made 
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up: of men-called: raiders, to: stop this possibility. 
Many: young: boys: joined these-armies: without 
quite: knowing why. or where they were going. 
Tanveer s grandfather: was one of them, and he 
was: given’-a- young. woman: whom: he later 
married; Tanveer s:- grandmother: For:-many 
years; Tanveer's grandmother believed that -her 
family: had: all-died:in: the: violence-of Partition:It 
was:-onlyrecently -that:-a--chance:encounter 
alerted: her-and: her husband: to: the: fact: that 
some: members: of the: family,-in- particular her 
brother, were stil-alive-in: the Indian: side--of 
Kashmir. This: was: what-made: Tanveer decide 
that he wanted to bring his grandmother to: India 
and see if: she: and: her: brother: could: meet, 
before: she grew too ald'to travel. Determined to 
do: this; he spent many years trying to get a'visa 
for-his: grandmother: to-come: to--India-to- meet 
with-her relatives. twas not-easy,-and: Tanveer 
even gave up his: job:-in-- England: tobe in 
Pakistan, so-he could continue his -campaign for 
a visa. After many years; he succeeded; and:his 
grandmother was able: to: come:across: to her. 
village near Jammu: and spend: a: week: in her 
childhood home; with-her brother and:-his family. 
Stories such as this:are: important because they. 
direct our attention: to: the hidden: histories that 
le beneath the surface — much: of the history of 
Partition violence talks about groups: of people; 
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particularly those belonging to-different political 
parties. 


The causes of violence- 


Everywhere. that: violence took: place; 
there was: something or the other that sparked 
things: off-(forexample,a fracas:in:a mela-as in 
Garh:-Mukteshwar;-or-a-politician’s speeches: as 
in-Rawalpindr)-and-once-1t- began, there was:no 
controlling: the: -wiolence: because: the: forces: of 
law: and- order: —the police: and army — had: by 
this-time:-also-- become communalized:-and 
divided: on the basis: of their religion. In: Punjab, 
there was another circumstance that contributed 
to: the violence and this: was: that: in the wake: of 
the: Second: World: War; the: army had 
demobilized its: soldiers: massively, and:sent 
them:-home: Manyof: these men: were-in-the 
Punjab-and in possession of weapons;-and-once 
the: conditions: for: violence: were: present; 1t was 
only: too: easy for them:-to: step: in- with whatever 
weapons. they had:to- hand. Thus:in-March:-of 
1947-when violence began in: Rawalpindi district 
—-and tis: generally believed: that this:was-in 
revenge for what happened: in: Bihar: but also 
becauseof inflammatory statements: made by 
the Sikh: leader; Master: Tara Singh:- many: 
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groups: defended:themselvesusing these 
weapons.and: others traded: weapons: for 
freedom. Mangal: Singh from:a: village near the 
Gurdaspur border was one’such man. Together 
with-his: two: brothers; they: kalled:some: eighteen 
members: of their: family: by gathering: them 
together ina gurudwara; praying for their souls, 
and: then: putting: them: to: death. Sant: Raja 
Singh; who-tived:-in:-Fhoa: Khalsa-in: Rawalpindi 
was:-another.In: Thoa--Khalsa-the--elders:-got 
together and: decided: that it- would: be-best-to 
collect-in- the: gurudwara- so: they could defend 
themselves: When--it:- became clear that:they 
would be: unable: to: do this; they: decided to put 
the women: to: death: Raja: Singh killed: his:own 
daughter, Maan: Kaur: first;and: then: several 
others, and: this terrible-history was: followed by 
some-eighty women-drowning themselves inthe 
village well; in-order:to-keep: themselves pure’: 
Bir Bahadur: Singh; Sant Raja: Singh's: young 
son; was-a-mere: boy atthe time-and-he:-stood 
by: -his-father's side-and- watched, as his father 
killed -his:sister; and then other members: of his 
family. The memory. of this: violence: has never 
left him. This incident: became: iconic; and: both 
at: the: time: and: later;is represented -asan 
example of the: women’s heroism:and courage. 
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The: Statesman, 15: April 1947: 


“Fhe story of 90:-women- of the tittle -village-ot 
Thoa.- Khalsa; Rawalpindi: district... who 
drowned: themselves: by: jumping: into-a™ well 
during the-recent: disturbances ‘has stirred: the 
imagination: of the: people: of the: Punjab: They 
revived the: Rajput tradition: of self-immolation 
when: their-menfolk- were: no. longer:-able- to 
defend: them. They also: followed: Mr: Gandhi's 
advice to: Indian: woman-that=1n-certain 
circumstances -even:suicide-- was: morally 
preferable to submission.” 


And: here is: the: account of Basant: Kaur, 
a SUFVIVOF: 

“They brought us there [to the well] From 
there: you: know: there: was: no-place:-:nothing 
to.-eat.- Some people: were-eating close: by but 
where-could---give--the--childrenanything 
from?... had barely a few paise...- my. elder:son 
had:a: duvannr (two:-annas: coin): with: him. We 
thought: we -could=-use:that....my: brother's 
children: were: also:-hungry<::but then: they said 
the:-duvannt-was:-khotr,unusable,;-such 
difficulties... nothing to- eat. we had to fill their 
stomachs... today they would have been 
rans... so many. of:them, jethanis; children:.~ 
(Butalia:1998;°152) 


When--understanding: the wiolence:of 
Partition, itis: important: we keep: these histories 
in-mind: because all:-too: often; the: violence: of 
communities towards: their--own people’ and 
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particularly: towards: women, is-not-seen--as 
violence: In: this: case, virtually everyone: who 
speaks about this violence refers to the killing of 
the women:as“honour-killing; -andsees: their 
deaths as ‘martyrdom’. And yet; the questions: 
how--were-these-killingsin--any-way-more 
‘honourable than:-the- mass killings: in: Bihar, 
Noakhali- and: other places; and should we not, 
when: trying: to--understand: the violence. of 
Partition;:=also:address: the -violence::-of 
communities towards their own: people? 


Over the years, this: incident: of women 
jumping: into: the village well has:acquired a-sort 
of Iconic status and: it-gets represented in both 
fiction (Bhisham: Sahni's: novel: Tamas; later 
made into:a television serial; is the most famous 
work: that-talks:-of: this: incident) and:historical 
account-as-some-sort-of heroic: moment where 
the women came: out in: defense: of nationalism; 
the community-and the religion: However, such 
representations: often: hide other realities: We do 
not: know: how: many. of these women: took: the 
step: of jumping into-the well voluntarily. Many: of 
them were young; some sixteen-and seventeen: 
How: strong:is- the: feeling: of nationalism: and 
religion: in people so young, and even if we are 
to-sayit-isstrong;- the: question may well be 
asked; is:it strong enough to: offer to: give up their 
lives? Moments: of trauma: where people are 
pitted: against eachother, often gather around 
them-histories of such: heroism:in-order to: hide 
the horror-of such violence. 
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In some instances, as it spread; Partition 
violence: also: became a convenient: cover: for 
people: to play: out-old:enmities: and: settle old 
scores. In: Punjab; Arya Samaj: teacher; Phool 
singh:(1885-1942)-was-killed=in- 1942 by 
unidentified: people:-His:- daughter; Subhasini; 
who-inherited-his:-mantle;-was-convinced: that 
the--killers: were: Muslims; and: five years: later; 
when:-Partition: took: place; she--used: the 
opportunity: to: “revenge” her father's: killmg-and 
sent-off her mento: loot and decimate: an-entire 
village:-of-Muslims,-who-- probably -had:no 
connection: at all: with: Phool Singh's: death. But 
for Subhasint: Partition: violence: provided: the 
right: opportunity to: settle this score: In this; she 
was not alone: —there-are- many. other-such 
instances:in-both Punjab:and Bengal: 


lf: the: violence: was: widespread: which-it 
was-in- northern and eastern India; so also were 
attempts: to.-contain-and: prevent: it In: many. 
instances; when: people: were: threatened: with 
violence; friends and: neighbors: came: out: to 
offer them: help-and-shelter;- but: these-stories 
find little: mention:-in:- historical accounts. Sant 
Raja Singh's family, for example, originally lived 
in-a-vilage called: Saintha; where they were the 
only:non-Musiims. Wealthy because of land-and 
money tending, Raja: Singh knew each Musiim 
in: the: village; and: when: the attacks on: the 
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village seemed imminent;--a~-delegation: of 
villagers; led: by Sajawal: Khan; the: village 
headman; came to: Raja Singh's: house to: offer 
shelter-and protection: Suspicious of all Muslims 
by now;Raja:Singh: refused this help: offered by 
people he had: lived: with: all-his:life;-and: chose 
instead: to: leave:-the: village. There: are-many 
such: stories that allow us to'see that evenin'the 
face: or terrible: violence, there ‘was a: desire 
among: people for peace-and: many tred: their 
best:to:-ensure that peace remained: 


Understanding Partition violence- 


In: many: ways:-the: violence: of Partition 
defies-comprehension. We have: -spent-years 
asking: ourselves: these questions: -where--did 
such violence come trom? What-:caused it? How 
did: people who: had lived together in reasonable 
amity suddenly turn-on each other and-go tothe 
extentot killing and: maiming? What: possible 
explanation:-can there: befor the-extreme 
brutality? At the time; these-questions: were 
bewildering: 


Partition Violenceis-even more difficult-to 
understand: because-there-are:no--easy 
aggressors: and: victims here =~ it-set people 
against people; neighbor agamst neighbor. The 
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moment of Partition has often been compared to 
that-of the holocaust in: Germany but there are 
important differences with the holocaust where 
the Nazis were very clearly the aggressors and 
the Jews their victims. During Partition; Hindus 
killed: Mustims--and:-Mustims: killed: Hindus: and 
many.-simply: took: advantage:-of the overall 
violence to killand harm those they saw as their 
enemies. Sadat: Hasan: Manto; the: well-known 
writer: who: migrated: to:-Pakistanatter Partition 
(without really wanting to; but-he found: himself 
with-no- other alternative) wrote a large number 
of powerful’stories that: describe much: of what 
happened: at the time. One: of his best-known 
Stories; Kho} Do’; tells the: tale: ofa young girl; 
Sakina; whois taped by the very’ same-men who 
are supposed tobe her protectors —this was-not 
uncommon;-for-men--could:-not- have suddenly 
changed-and become: sensitive towards women 
of their community: just because the times were 
not'so-normal: 


The holocaustis also:-seen: asa 
genocide; where-one:-community-makesa 
deliberate--attemptto-eliminate- another: —-this 
was. not necessarily the case: with: Partition, 
although: in-certain: cases attempts: were: made 
to: wipe: out-entire: communities: “Nor isthe 
description: of riot’ enough: to: define Partition 
violence; for riots are -oftenseen- to: have-an 
element: of spontaneity about them: while; as 
histonans have shown, often: the violence of 
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Partition: was---very-- well-organized, and 
sometimes: it-even: had: the backing. of: political 
parties. The: truths that seeing Partition 
violence merely in-terms of ‘riots’ often: helps to 
hide:-our: own: culpability; for: -many-ordinary 
people: joined in the violence and: contributed:to 
it Some: were pulled: into-1t-as-part of what-has 
often: been: described: as a‘mob mentality and 
many tived:to:regretit: But while:-many- incidents 
of -wiolence:-were:- random, and some:-even 
spontaneous, there-were-also- numerous 
instances:-of--the- violence: being carefully 
planned: and: executed: These many. different 
elements: make: iteven: more: difficult-to 
understand:this: violence: 


Inthe few= months: preceding and 
following: the:-announcement:-of Partition; the 
terrible violence that swept-across much-of north 
India;-destroyed:thelives:-ot: many: children: 
Thousands were killed;-and:-thousands; perhaps 
hundreds: of thousands: orphaned, while others 
lived: with: the trauma of what-they had:seen:and 
experienced — and often not: even understood — 
for- years to: come. The rape: of women became 
a common occurrence. In fact, rape became an 
indirect way for men:of one: community to attack 
those of another; by violating the bodies of their 
women: In: some instances, the attackers even 
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went so-far-as to: cut-off women’s breasts and 
tattoo: their bodies: with: marks: and symbols:of 
the other religion: It was:almost as if; inabattle 
being: fought between: men, women: somehow 
became: the: ground:on- which: this: battle-was 
fought: This: was: given: as the reason: by many 
men; for killing - women: of their own community. 
as we have seen above — they claimed that they 
were: atraid-that the women would: be abducted 
and: raped;so: they decided: to: protect: them: by 
killing:-them: 


Looking Beyond Partition: Refugees 
and their stories- 


With: the:-earliest:-works:on Partition 
focusing primarily on whatis termed as the ‘High 
Politics’-of the: times; a need: was felt: for looking 
beyond these political negotiations. Inthe - works 
on-high--politics,the-time: period:-under 
consideration:is--from:the--1940's;-ending 
abruptly on: the: 15: August: 1947;which: marks 
the: birth of the: two nation states—India:and 
Pakistan: 


The next phase in Partition 
historiography. attempted: to: look beyond: this 
rigid: time frame. By focusing on the:event itself, 
this next phase in Partition historiography ‘tried 
to: describe: this: most:tragic: event: in:-greater 
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detail. Thus; it: looked at Partition: as: something 
more than an unfortunate endnote inthe grand 
narrative: of the: otherwise successful Indian 
national movement, which had culminated:in:the 
independence: of our: country from: British rule: 
The: next:-phasein- Partition: historiography 
focuses on— the ‘aftermath: of Partition’;1-6. not 
simply-on-the: victims; but-rather-on-survival-in 
the face of adversities. The impact of Partition, 
thus; looking beyond: 1947. Inthe: post-Partition 
scenario, borders: created obstacles. in:-routine 
life—for:-a- peasant: -workingin:-afield:- which 
perhaps now-fell'on the other side of the border, 
for-a woman whose: natal: home: was now: ina 
different country, for a family whose outlying hut 
was: bisected: by the border. Everyday. mobility 
across: the: borders: didnot: stop: altogether-— 
legally:-or-llegally—for: borders:-could=not 
obstruct the daily round: of life for long.Itis:such 
borderissues: that:-recent: historiography:on 
Partition: looks:at-in:- some: detail: 


Making of a ‘refugee’ - 


With: the--drawing of the: international 
borders it was abundantly clear thata very large 
number of people would be displaced from their 
homes: and: would: be: forced: to: make: the long 
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journey to-a:distant land:and-an uncertain future. 
This:-mass: of people: have: been: variously 
termed: by the:-Government-of-India’as 
‘displaced persons’; migrants’, and ‘refugees’: 


Defining the: ‘displaced:persons’- 

Heevany- person who;-on--account-of the 
setting up of the Dominion: of India-and: Pakistan, 
of -on- account of civil-disturbances; or the fear-of 
such: disturbances: in-any area: now: forming part 
of Pakistan; has:after the first day of March; 1947; 
leftor been displaced from; his place of residence 
in such-area-and who-has been: subsequently 
residing: in-India; and includes-any person: who-is 
resident in-India-and who for that reasons unable 
or has: been made unable to: manage; supervise 
or control: any: immovable: property belonging to 
him-in: Pakistan.’ 
source: The: Displaced: Persons: Claims Act;1950: 


Numerous autobiographies, Ofal 
testimonies; cinematic:-representationsand 
scholarly-works:have:traced: this: journey. of 
migrants from:-their- homes in-Pakistan-to:a transit 
camp-and-finally tothe relief camp-in-India- 


Rehabilitating the refugee- 
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The: Government-of India:-had:realized: the 
plight‘of the refugees, recognizing that it was they 
who had: made: the greatest: sacrifice: for: the 
nation; took-immediate: steps: for: their: relief-and 
rehabilitation. The- Government: of: India-hadset 
up: the: Ministry for Relief: and: Rehabilitation:-in 
1948; which- eventually became: the -Ministry:of 
Rehabilitation; with a Branch Secretariat Set up in 
Kolkata for the East: Pakistan migrants: Whereas 
the all-India: Ministry of Rehabilitation was: finally 
closed: down: in: 1962; the: Branch: Secretariat-at 
Kolkata-continues to function to-this:-day! 


Keeping.in- mind: the question: of special 
categories; -a--Harijan Section: and: Women's 
Section were also created: within: the Ministry: to 
look into: the needs: of these: groups: Extensive 
plans:-were-drawn-up---by: the: Ministry of 
Rehabilitation for providing the refugees with the 
three essential needs for complete rehabilitation: 
housing; education: and: employment. Unlike 
other countries which; too; were faced: with 
displacement and: refugee:issuesin:-the:-post 
World War It period; our country did not: look: for 
any. foreign aid-in this: matter. Instead it-did-a fine 
job: with-tts: limited resources: 


Poems on partition- 


one day, long ago, Ma:and Baba 
Gathered together all my brothers and: sisters 
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And: waited-at the railway. station 
Fhinking-constantly of the uncertain. tuture 
“inthe effort to bring: us‘up: well 
Knocked trom: door to: door 

And-went- around:-trom-place:to:place 

Half like-a- beggar 

secretly nursing-a: broken heart. 

“Inthe hope of survival 

They: want to:search out 
Just-even:so-small 


A secure heaven: 
Cited: in: Chakravarty: 2005;°102-103 


That:-the less:-youare-seen-in- his: company. the 
better; So-we've--arranged: to:-provide-you-with 
other accommodation... We-can.-give -you--four 
judges; two: Moslem-and: two: Hindu; To-consult 
with; but: the: tinal decision must rest with: you.’ 
Shut up in-alonely mansion; with police night and 
day Patrolling:-the--gardens:to--keep:-assassins 
away, He: got down-to:work;:to the task of settling 
the fate: Of millions: The: maps: at-his disposal 
were: out of date And the Census Returns almost 
cértainly incorrect; But there was no time to: check 
them; no-time: to-inspect Contested: areas. The 
weather-was--frightfully:-hot;And--a~-bout-of 
dysentery: kept-him-constantly.on-the-trot;Butin 
seven weeks it-was: done, the frontiers: decided; 
A continent for better or worse divided: The next 
day: he sailed:for England;:-where: he quickly 
forgot The: case;as a good lawyer must: Return 
he-would-not; Afraid; ashe told: his: Club; that-he 
might-get shot: 
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source: Mendelson;-Edward: 
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